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ABSTRACT

The overall purpose of this study was to understand what factors contribute to teachers’
willingness to communicate about HIV/AIDS in the broad educational setting (schools and
communities). The study sought to fill the gap in the research on teachers and HIV/AIDS which
has typically focused on cataloguing teachers’ knowledge and attitudes, but without relating them
directly to practice. The assumption of this study was that a better understanding of the personal
and contextual variables that influence teachers’ willingness to communicate about HIV/AIDS
provides a key input into policy decisions and into the design of practical interventions that will
strengthen the teachers’ role as communicators about HIV/AIDS. The data were collected in
Gaza Province in Southern Mozambique among primary and secondary school teachers by
administering surveys to a stratified sample of 606 primary and secondary school teachers in five

districts of Gaza province. Multinomial logistic regression was used to analyze the data.

This study found that age, personal experience with HIV/AIDS, level taught, and value
expressive attitude functions toward talking about HIV/AIDS have a consistent impact on
teachers’ intentions to talk about HIV/AIDS and on their past behavior of talking about HIV/AIDS
in schools and communities. Thus younger teachers, teachers who know someone who is
sick/has died of HIV/AIDS, teachers who teach upper primary, and teachers who hold weak value
expressive attitude functions are more likely to talk about HIV/AIDS across all three behaviors.
Future intentions to talk about HIV/AIDS are also influenced by high perceived behavioral control.
With respect to school behavior, it was found that teachers who had a high consistent record of
talking about HIV/AIDS in schools had a high overall perception of personal risk, a high positive
overall attitude toward talking about HIV/AIDS. Finally, with respect to past behavior of talking in
the community it was found that in addition to the influence of age, personal experience, level
taught, and value expressive attitude, teachers who were more likely to talk about HIV/AIDS if
they consistently used condoms, had a high perception of personal risk, and a high positive
overall attitude toward talking about HIV/AIDS.
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